Introduction
The Iblidae has been interpreted as an ancient clade of thoracican barnacles having roots in the early Palaeozoic (Newman, et al., 1969: Table 3) , and molecular genetics has borne this out (Pérez-Losada, et al., 2004) . The uniqueness of this group has been known since Darwin (1852), who noted the relatively undifferentiated cirri, the largely chitinous capitular and peduncular armament and the post-oral placement of the carapace adductor muscle, as in what became Acrothoracica and the then yet to be discovered Ascothoracida.
The first iblomorph was described as Anatifa quadrivalvis by Cuvier in 1817 from Kangaroo Island, South Australia. Cuvier gave it to Leach (1825) who recognized its uniqueness and proposed the family Iblidae, as well as the genus Ibla, to accommodate it. But it was not until Darwin (1852) dissected and described his new species, Ibla cumingi from the Philippines (= I. sibogae Hoek, 1907 from Malayan waters), that the remarkable sexuality of the genus became known to science. Darwin not only discovered his new species was a female accompanied by a much smaller and somewhat reduced 'dwarf'
